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obtained from cannel coal. About this time (1850)
Bartholomew, of the City and Suburban Gas Works,
Glasgow, showed Young a piece of Boghead coal or
" Torbanehill Mineral" ; as it proved to be very rich
in oil, Messrs. Young and Meldrunl immediately experi-
mented with all the different varieties of Scotch coals
they could obtain, and they found a number of the
Fifeshire coals gave results that compared very favour-
ably with those obtained from the Boghead coal.
On the occasion of a meeting of the British Associa-
tion in Edinburgh in 1850, Messrs. Young and Meldrum
spoke to Mr. Benney on the subject of manufacturing
paraffin oils from Scotch coals, and the outcome of the
conversation was that the three gentlemen decided
to erect a work at Bathgate, Linlithgowshire, for the
manufacture of oil from Boghead coal. They had
serious thoughts as to whether it would not be better
to start on the Fifeshire side, but as Boghead coal was
the cheaper they decided on Bathgate, and commenced
building the works in 1850 and manufacturing oil in
1851. The contract of co-partnery between Young,
Meldrum and Benney was signed in October 1851.
Having thus shortly traced out the origin of the
Scotch mineral oil industry as regards " Boghead coal/1
it is now interesting to see what incident led to the
manufacture of oil from " shale." According to an
article entitled 'Struck He, or the Scotch Petrolia/
which appeared in the Glasgow Weekly Herald of
November 18, 1865, a poor miner of the historic name
of Douglas, who had charge of boring operations for
some coal-masters, one day instructed the borers in his
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